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näräyaëaà namaskåtya
naraà caiva narottamam
devéà sarasvatéà vyäsaà

tato jayam udérayet

Before reciting this Çrémad-Bhägavatam, which is the very means of conquest, one 
should offer respectful obeisances unto the Personality of Godhead, Näräyaëa, unto 
Nara-näräyaëa Åñi, the super-most human being, unto mother Sarasvaté, the goddess 
of learning, and unto Çréla Vyäsadeva, the author. [Bhag. 1.2.4]

vede rämäyaëe caiva puräëe bhärate tathä
ädäv ante ca madhye ca hariù sarvatra géyate

“In the Vedic literature, including the Rämäyaëa, Puräëas and Mahäbhärata, from 
the very beginning (ädau) to the end (ante ca), as well as within the middle (madhye 
ca), only Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is explained.” [Hari-vaàça cited 
Cc. Adi 7.131]

mükaà karoti väcälaà
paìguà laìghayate girim
yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande
çré-guruà déna-täraëam

“‘The Supreme Personality of Godhead has the form of sac-cid-änanda-vigraha [Bs. 
5.1]—transcendental bliss, knowledge and eternity. I offer my respectful obeisances 
unto Him, who turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross 
mountains. Such is the mercy of the Lord.’” [Çrédhara Swami, Bhävartha Dépikä, 
Maìgala Stotrum 1, Cited Cc. Madhya 17.18]

Invocation Prayers
Verses and songs recited by 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja
each morning before Srimad Bhagavatam class
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paramänanda he mädhava
paduìgaluci makaranda

se-makaranda päna-kari
äanande bolo hari hari

hariìka näme vända velä
päri karive cakä-dolä

se cakä-doläìka-päyäre
mana-mo rahu nirantare

mana mo nirantare rahu
hä-kåñëa boli jéva jäu

hä-kåñëa boli jäu jéva
mote udhära rädhä-dhava

mote udhära rädhä-dhava
mote udhära rädhä-dhava

“O supremely blissful Mädhava! The nectar is coming from Your lotus feet. Drinking 
that nectar I blissfully chant, “Hari! Hari! With the name ‘Hari’ I am binding a raft 
on which Lord Jagannätha (Chaka-dola) will ferry me across this ocean of material 
existence. My mind always remains at the lotus feet of that Lord Jagannätha who 
has very large round eyes. In this way, I call out “Ha Kåñëa!” And give up my life. 
O husband of Çrématé Rädhäräëé, Rädhä-dhava, please deliver me.” [Traditional 
Orissian bhajan.]
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Prayer to Lord Jagannatha
Every day before Srimad Bhagavatam Class

 Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja would sing this song he had learned as a child…
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dharmaù projjhita-kaitavo 
’tra paramo nirmatsaräëäà satäà

vedyaà västavam atra vastu 
çivadaà täpa-trayonmülanam

çrémad-bhägavate mahä-muni-
kåte kià vä parair éçvaraù

sadyo hådy avarudhyate ’tra 
kåtibhiù çuçrüñubhis tat-kñaëät   

                                                                                                 
“Completely rejecting all religious activities which are materially motivated, this 
Bhägavata Puräëa propounds the highest truth, which is understandable by those 
devotees who are fully pure in heart. The highest truth is reality distinguished from 
illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth uproots the threefold miseries. This beautiful 
Bhägavatam, compiled by the great sage Vyäsadeva [in his maturity], is sufficient in 
itself for God realization. What is the need of any other scripture? As soon as one 
attentively and submissively hears the message of Bhägavatam, by this culture of 
knowledge the Supreme Lord is established within his heart.” [Bhäg. 1.1.2]

nigama-kalpa-taror galitaà phalaà
çuka-mukhäd amåta-drava-saàyutam

pibata bhägavataà rasam älayaà
muhur aho rasikä bhuvi bhävukäù

“O expert and thoughtful men, relish Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the mature fruit of the 
desire tree of Vedic literatures. It emanated from the lips of Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé. 
Therefore this fruit has become even more tasteful, although its nectarean juice was 
already relishable for all, including liberated souls.” [Bhäg. 1.1.3]

anarthopaçamaà säkñäd
bhakti-yogam adhokñaje
lokasyäjänato vidväàç
cakre sätvata-saàhitäm
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The Glories of the Srimad Bhagavatam
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“The material miseries of the living entity, which are superfluous to him, can be 
directly mitigated by the linking process of devotional service. But the mass of people 
do not know this, and therefore the learned Vyäsadeva compiled this Vedic literature, 
which is in relation to the Supreme Truth.” [Bhäg.  1.7.6]

yasyäà vai çrüyamäëäyäà
kåñëe parama-püruñe

bhaktir utpadyate puàsaù
çoka-moha-bhayäpahä

“Simply by giving aural reception to this Vedic literature, the feeling for loving 
devotional service to Lord Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, sprouts up 
at once to extinguish the fire of lamentation, illusion and fearfulness.” [Bhäg.  1.7.7]

çrémad-bhägavataà puräëam 
amalaà yad vaiñëavänäà priyaà

yasmin päramahaàsyam ekam 
amalaà jïänaà paraà géyate

tatra jïäna-viräga-bhakti-
sahitaà naiñkarmyam äviskåtaà
tac chåëvan su-paöhan vicäraëa-

paro bhaktyä vimucyen naraù                          

“Çrémad-Bhägavatam is the spotless Puräëa. It is most dear to the Vaiñëavas because 
it describes the pure and supreme knowledge of the paramahaàsas. This Bhägavatam 
reveals the means for becoming free from all material work, together with the processes 
of transcendental knowledge, renunciation and devotion. Anyone who seriously tries 
to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam, who properly hears and chants it with devotion, 
becomes completely liberated.” [Bhäg. 12.13.18]

artho ’yaà brahma-süträëäà
 bhäratärtha-vinirëayaù
gäyatré-bhäñya-rüpo ’sau
 vedärtha-paribåàhitaù

“The meaning of the Vedänta-sütra is present in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. The full purport 
of the Mahäbhärata is also there. The commentary of the Brahma-gäyatré is also there 
and fully expanded with all Vedic knowledge.” [Garuòa Puräëa, text 143, cited Cc. 
Mad. 25.113 and Hari-bhakti-viläsa 10.394]
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sarva-vedetihäsänäà
säraà säraà samuddhåtam

“The essence of all Vedic literature and all histories has been collected in this Çrémad-
Bhägavatam.” [Bhäg. 1.3.41]

sarva-vedänta-säraà hi
çré-bhägavatam iñyate
tad-rasämåta-tåptasya

nänyatra syäd ratiù kvacit

“Çrémad-Bhägavatam is declared to be the essence of all Vedänta philosophy. One who 
has felt satisfaction from its nectarean mellow will never be attracted to any other 
literature.” [Bhäg 12.13.15]

‘kåñëa-bhakti-rasa-svarüpa’ çré-bhägavata
täte veda-çästra haite parama mahattva

“Çrémad-Bhägavatam gives direct information of the mellow derived from service to 
Kåñëa. Therefore Çrémad-Bhägavatam is above all other Vedic literatures.” 
[Cc. Mad. 25.150]

cäri-veda-upaniñade yata kichu haya
tära artha laïä vyäsa karilä saïcaya

yei sütre yei åk—viñaya-vacana
bhägavate sei åk çloke nibandhana

“Vyäsadeva collected whatever Vedic conclusions were in the four Vedas and 108 
Upaniñads and placed them in the codes of the Vedänta-sütra.” 

“In the Vedänta-sütra, the purport of all Vedic knowledge is explained, and in Çrémad-
Bhägavatam the same purport has been explained in eighteen thousand verses.” 
[Cc. Mad. 25.98-99]

jévera nistära lägi’ sütra kaila vyäsa
mäyävädi-bhäñya çunile haya sarva-näça

“Çréla Vyäsadeva presented the Vedänta philosophy for the deliverance of conditioned 
souls, but if one hears the commentary of Çaìkaräcärya, everything is spoiled.” 
[Cc. Mad. 6.169]
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“yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne
ekänta äçraya kara caitanya-caraëe

“Go and approach a bona-fide Vaiñëava to study Çrémad-Bhägavatam and in this way 
completely surrender to the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.” [Cc. Antya 5.131]

bhägavata ye nä mäne, se—yavana-sama
tära çästrä äche janme-janme prabhu yama

“Whoever has no regard for the Çrémad-Bhägavatam is the same as a yavana, an 
untouchable heathen. He will be punished birth after birth by Lord Yamaräja.” 
[C. Bhäg. Ädi 1.39]

Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa 
Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare
Hare Räma Hare Räma 
Räma Räma Hare Hare


